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Key Canadian Corridor Near Winnipeg Reconnected with  
Acrow’s Modular Steel Detour Solution  

Inventoried bridging components enable rapid installation by Manitoba Transportation & Infrastructure

Provincial Trunk Highway 3 (PTH 3) is a major corridor in 
Manitoba. When a bridge carrying PTH 3 traffic over the 
Morris River near the community of Brunkild, southwest 
of Winnipeg, was closed in September 2025 due to 
geotechnical instability, a detour route was quickly 
established. However, the established detour route which 
started near Winnipeg, and featured the use of smaller 
residential roads, was not designed to accommodate  
the heavier traffic and would likely see increased wear.  
A new established detour route was therefore required. 

Manitoba Transportation and Infrastructure (MTI), which 
maintains a substantial inventory of modular steel 
bridging components for planned and emergency use, 
responded swiftly to these issues. Drawing from its 
stock of Acrow 700XS® components, MTI engineered, 
assembled, and installed a temporary detour bridge 
tailored to site requirements on an accelerated schedule.

The detour structure measures 130' (39.62m) in length 
with a 24' (7.35m) roadway width, and was installed using 
a crane-assisted launch. Finished with an epoxy aggregate 

deck, the bridge opened to traffic on November 14, 2025, 
restoring a safe, direct and reliable route for motorists 
within the tight 12-week timeline, ahead of schedule. 

The project highlights MTI’s leadership from 
initial inspection and closure of the old bridge to 
reassessment of the detour strategy and deployment 
of an improved alternative. Having modular bridge 
assets on hand eliminated procurement delays and 
significantly compressed the delivery timeline. It 
also reflects a broader commitment to resilience 
planning, as agencies that maintain bridge inventories 
are better positioned to address emergencies while 
supporting long-term asset management goals.

The temporary structure will remain in service until 
completion of the permanent replacement bridge in 
late 2026. At that time, the modular bridge will be 
dismantled, stored, and redeployed, reinforcing the 
versatility and reusability that make modular steel 
bridging an effective solution for both emergency 
response and planned infrastructure projects.
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Specifications
Bridge length:

130' (39.62m) 

Roadway width:

24' (7.35m)

Guide rails:

W rail

Deck surface:

Epoxy aggregate

Bridge erection method:

Crane-assisted launch

Design load:

CL-625

Standard Acrow bridge finish:

– 	All major components galvanized to 
	 AASHTO M111-ASTM A123

–	 All bolts are hot-dip galvanized

– 	All pins are electrogalvanized

Standard Acrow bridge specification:

(A) �Panel chords, diagonals, verticals, 
reinforcing chords, rakers to 	
AASHTO M223 GD 65

(B) �Raker braces, transoms, top chord 
braces, swaybraces, transom 
braces, diagonal chord braces, 
decking to AASHTO M223 GD 50

(C) �Panel pins to ASTM A 193 GD B7

(D) �Bolts to AASHTO M164M – A325
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