Acrow Bridge Partners with the U.S.
Army Providing Bridges for Deployment
and Emergency Response
Ready-to-assemble roadway bridges offer permanent access for supply runs and
other deployment needs and serve as vital lifelines during natural catastrophes
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Transportation Resumes After Nepal
Landslide with the Installation of an
Acrow Bridge

Emergency Response Program

On August 2, 2014 a huge landslide in Nepal’s Sindhupalchowk
district blocked a major part of the Araniko highway that connects
Nepal with Tibet. The Nepalese Army installed one of the recently
supplied Acrow Bridges over the Sunkoshi River, reconnecting the
Khadichaur to Sunkoshi portion of the highway allowing vehicular
movement to resume. The Nepalese Army started constructing
the base for the Acrow Bridge on September 17th and the bridge
was opened for public use on September 28th. The bridge is 120
feet long, 5.5 meters wide and has the capacity to carry vehicles
weighing up to 30 tonnes.

In addition to ongoing deployment needs, the U.S. Army has
partnered with Acrow as part of an emergency response program.

“All over the world, Acrow bridges connect people to the necessities
they need to return to normal life or to enrich and sustain their
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daily health and wellbeing,” said Bill Killeen, President and CEO
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of Acrow. “We are proud to provide a solution that works well in a
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International Military Partnerships
Australian Department of Defense

Army of Chile

Acrow’s partnership with the Australian Department of Defense

Acrow has supplied dozens of bridges to the Chilean military,

(ADOD) goes back to early 2004 when the ADOD was looking

including the 1.46km, two-lane bridge in Concepcion over the

for a new generation of Line of Communication Bridges. Acrow

Bio Bio River, which was supplied during the recent rebuilding

A small delegation of Nepalese Army personnel completed a

competed with European companies on the bid and was awarded

efforts following the February 2010 earthquake. The bridge
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to 5 different locations in Australia. As part of the contract, Acrow
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assemblies in various configurations and practiced assembling a small
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Acrow bridges are assembled from steel bridge components that

bridge system. They will serve as trainers to help the Nepalese Army

at the Australian School for Military Engineering in Liverpool outside
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provide emergency response and humanitarian relief when needed.

of Sydney, and provided ongoing management support. The Acrow

are needed. The Acrow bridges sent to Nepal will be stored along
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Other military collaborations include a joint venture between the

the country’s major highways to keep a main supply route open in

approximately 50 Nepalese Army personnel in Nepal in early 2015.

Victoria Barracks in Melbourne. ADOD is now standardized on

U.S. military in Wisconsin and the Canadian Department of National

emergencies. Nepal is vulnerable to a host of natural disasters,
including landslides, avalanches, earthquakes, and floods. The
bridges were delivered to Nepal through its Foreign Military Sales
program with shipments starting in January and completed by the
end of July 2014.

Other Collaborations

Acrow Bridge as its Line of Communication Bridge to keep supplies

Defense, a joint engineering mission with the Afghan National
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Specifications
Live Load:
Capabilities: The base load carrying capabilities

Bridge finish:
–	All major components galvanized

are MLC-30 through MLC-80T Normal

to AASHTO M111-ASTM A 123

Loadings and MLC-120W Caution Loadings.

which is 610 gm/m2

The designs standards used are the “Trilateral

–	All bolts are hot dipped galvanized

Design and Test Code for Military Bridging

–	All pins are electro galvanized

and Gap-Crossing Equipment” which was
published in 2005
Bridge design:
(A)	Panel chords, diagonals & verticals, raker,
reinforcing chords AASHTO M223 GD 65
(B)	Decking, transom, swaybrace, raker
brace, top chord brace, diagonal brace,
transom brace AASHTO M223 GD 50
(C) Panel pins ASTM A 193 GD b7
(D)	Bolts to AASHTO M164 – A325
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